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from the friends  of  the  college 
and church. 

The sister who sent me one 
dollar toward my support will 
accept my thanks. She wants 
the blessing of Mutth. 6:4: 
And thy Father which seeth in 
secret, himself shall reward the 
openly. That was the first col- 
lection I have had since I left 
Louisville, < )hi<>. 

HOLSINOBR. 

Semi Editorial. 

This article will appear more 
like editorial because it is written 
in the sanctum of the EVANOEMST. 

I broke loose from my comforta- 
ble confined at Berlin, and after 
two days ot weary travel, reach- 
ed Dayton. The delay was oc- 
casioned by deep snow, high 
water and land slides. The ob- 
ject of my visit to Dayton was to 
attend the law-suit lor our church 
property, which the Old Order 
Brethren and the German Bap- 
tists have brought upon pe. It 
was to come off on last Thurs- 
day, but was deferred by the 
Courts until Tuesday morning 
13th. Bo I returned to Ashland 
on Friday, and have spent the 
time with the brethren here. I 
expect to return to Dayton today, 
Monday. , 

All appears natural about the' 
EVANGELIST office aud the Col- 
lege. Both seem to be moving 
alongjquielly— most too quietly jn 
some ways—in H business way. 
The voice of the dollar is neither 
so loud uoraslongnsl would like 
to hear it. The payments of the 
first installment of the College 
donations are way behind what I 
had fondly expectod! It is pain- 
fully discouraging. It is especi- 
ally trying to me in my delicate 
state of health. When I get 
stronger I hope to surmount all 
difficulties. Will not all the 
churches respond at once. 
Please let us hear from you soon. 
If not, why not? 

Next week I hope to give an 
account of the Dayton church 
trial, and its result. We are 
hopeful, but the German Bap- 
tists will make a desperate ef- 
fort to defraud us. Ii. II. Miller 
and Joseph Kauttmau, were on 
hand last week, and no doubt 
will be there this week. They 
hare engaged several attorneys. 
Jadgc Ilaynes is counsel for the 
Brethren. 

I had the pleasure of a pleas- 
ant interview with brother P. R, 
Wrightsraan, M. D., of Kansas, 
at Dayton last week, lie is 
thereon business, and is in fair 
health, though some ot the mem 
bers of his family were not well 
when last heard from. I also 
met brother ltidenour and ether 
inemoers of the Bear Creek 
church. 

I cannot yet announce a pro- 
gram of my work for the future. 
The roads are too bad to canvas 
from house to house, and I am 
not strong enough to bold public 
meetings. My address for some 
time to come will be Ashland, 
Ohio. Would like to hear from 
all my   friends,   and   especially 

The Traditional Letter of Christ. 
There is preserved in the Brit- 

ish Museum, a class of taanu- 
scripts know as "Ancient Syric 
Documents," which were taken 
from the Nitrian Mouastery, 
which is located in Lower Egypt. 
It is evident that Christianity 
was planted very early in that 
country, and that the missionary 
was the apostle Thaddieus, and 
it developed with rapidity there 
as it did in other parts of the 
world where it was preached. 
These old records that are being 
gathered from the ruins of past 
ageB are revealing more and more 
of the great work that was per- 
formed by the apostles of Christ. 
If we were in possession of no 
other evidence than what the 
New Testament affords in the 
lilMOs history, tho conclusion 
would be that the apostles, after 
excepting Peter, Paul, John and 
James 4id not accomplish any 
thing in evangeliziug the world. 
Those lour were favored ones 
and did tho greatest work; but 
the remainder of the twelve 
were not idlers as would be 
natural to suppose, in the abseuce 
of any historical matter describing 
the work which they performed. 
Those tour apostles were given 
the best fields and they did a 
great work, and God has pre- 
served records of their deeds 
aud caused them to be circulated 
10 the channels of progression 
and civilization. 

This traditional letter of Jesus 
paused between himself and 
Abgar, king of Edesea. This 
ruler was successful in war and 
built up for himself a principal- 
ity. Edessa was a city which he 
founded and built up with much 
splendor and in substantial style. 

In his declining years be was 
stricken with an incurable dis- 
ease, and as would be natural to 
suppose, the tame ot Christ and 
facts regarding his power to heal 
all kinds of diseases, reached 
him and aroused in his mind a 
desire to communicate with him. 
This was brought about by two 
of his deputies going to Jerusa- 
lem ont matters concerning the 
different governments of the two 
cities. When the deputies de- 
livered their report about Christ 
and his miracles, the king ex- 
claimed: '-These wonders are 
not those of a man', but ot God. 
No, there is no one amongst men 
who can raise the dead: God 
alone has this power." He at 
once sent a letter to Jesus, to 
come and cure him. This is the 
style in which he introduced 
himself: Abgar, son of Archam, 
prince of the land, to Jesus Savior 
and Benefactor of men, who has 
appeared in the country of Je- 
rusalem, greeting:—As the letter 
is not a bad specimen of com- 
position, we transcribe it: 

"I have heard of Thee, and of the 
cures wrought by Thy hands, without 
remedies, witheut herbs: for, as it is 
said. Thou uiakest the blind to see, the 
lame to walk, the Uppers to be healed ; 
Thou drivest out unclean spirits. Thou 
curest unhappy beings afflicted with 
prolonged and inveterate diseases; 
Thou bast even raised the dead. As I 
heard of all these wonders wrought by 

Thee, I have concluded from them 
either that Thou art God, come down 
from heaven to do such great things, 
or that Thou art the Son of Sod, work- 
ing as Thou doet these miracles. There 
fore have I written to Thee; praying 
Thee to condescend to come to me and 
cure me of the complaints with which 
I am afflicted. I have heard also that 
the Jews murmur against Thee and 
wish to deliver Thee up to torments : 
I have a city small but pleasant. It 
would be sufficient for us both." 

There is something home like 
in the last sentence: "It would 
be sufficient for us both." But 
Christ had a conception of 
"home" that the generous king 
knew nothing about: heaven 
and legions ot angels were wait- 
ing to welcome him back from 
the voyage of sorrow and distress 
through the earth and flesh, and 
to seat him upon the throne of 
glory that woro no stain ot mor- 
tality. 

Here is the letter that Jesus is 
represented to have sent to the 
king, and it was written by the 
apostle Thomas: 

'"Blessed is he who believes in me 
without have seen me I For it is writ- 
ten of me: Those who see me will 
not believe in me, and those who do 
not see me will believo and live V As 
to what thou hast written asking me to 
come to thee, I must accomplish here 
all that for which I have been sent ; 
and, when I shall have accomplished 
it all, I shall ascend to Him who sent 
me ; and when I shall go away I will 
send one of my disciples, who will cure 
thy disease, and give life to thee and 
to all those who are with thee." 

An apostle did go and the 
king was converted and his peo- 
ple ; but whether Thomas did 
write this letter at the command 
of Christ is supported by no oth- 
er evidence than the facts set 
forth in the letters and the his- 
torical truth that the people of 
Edessa were converted to the 
Christian religion. 

One ot the divine traits of the 
Savior is beautifully prominent 
in the letter: he did not decline 
to do the king's request and 
cause him to be healed. Christ 
never refuses to hear and bless 
those who call upon him. 

If all man, and even all Christ 
ian professors, would allow their 
good convictions to role over 
their business matters as this 
man did, a different state of af- 
fairs would soon exist iu the 
business world. The dispensa- 
tion of dangerous and injurious 
substances would be put into its 
proper places, and good men 
would cease to handle vile things 
and offer them to the unsuspect- 
ing and the foolish. 

NOTES AND NEWS. 
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Bro. J. W. Smouse has taken 
charge of the work at Vinco, Pa., 
as Pastor, and with the assistance 
otsuch brethren as Solomon Ben- 
shoff, W. Byers and Joseph 
Reighards as helpers, a good 
work no doubt will be accom- 
plished. 

Bro. Holsinger arrived last 
week according to his announce- 
ment, although he is not able to 
vigorously push his work as be 
desires. His voice is yet very 
weak. Hope the spring air and 
the changes of travel may prove 
beneficial to his health. 

Bro. J. W. Beer gives a word 
of sound advice in his card con- 
cerning revivals in this issue. 

Schumacher's Grain. 
Some time ago Mr. Schumach 

erV mills in Akron, Ohio, were 
burnt down, aud as a result im- 
mense piles of damaged grain 
were left upon the ground. Dis* 
tillers wauted to purchase it and 
pay him a good price, as it would 
answer their purpose about as 
well as undamaged grain. Mr. 
Schumacher is a strong believer 
in the principles of temperance, 
and in this case he allowed his 
light to shine. He would not 
sell the damaged grain to the 
distiller, saying, "I would sooner 
give it to the farmers." 

It is interesting to know how 
the refusal to sell came in. A 
price was agreed upon and a 
check was being drawn for the 
purchase amounting to thousands 
of dollars, when one of the buy- 
ers, as the check was about to be 
handed to Mr. Schumacher, care- 
lessly remarked that the damaged 
grain "would make a very large 
amount of whiskey." 

"What! Do you want this 
grain to make whisky ot?" in- 
quired Schumacher, stepping 
back a few feet. 

"Yes; we are distillers in Cin- 
cinnati." 

"Then, gentleman, you cannot 
buy any grain of me. I have no 
grain to sell to be made into 
whisky. Good-day." 

The mills will be built again 
and we feel sure that our read- 
ers will boy Schumacher's oat- 
meal when he is ready to sell 
again. 

Bro. J. Nicholson aud brother 
Cain organized a church at Dal- 
les Center, Iowa, on the 6th, with 
ten members, all from the Ger- 
man Baptists, and the prospects 
are good for quite a number 
more.    Let the good work go on. 

A Kansas church may secure a 
laborer by addressing Bro. Mas- 
sena. The preacher who will 
work his way partly should be 
sought by churches that are too 
weak to wholly support one. 

We direct special attention, to 
those concerned, to the meeting 
of Trustees of Ashland College 
announced in this issue. Let 
the members ot the Board come 
and give the Institution the 
benefit of their advice. 

The Virginia brethren are in 
no way exclusive in their mission 
work. They not only seek to 
spread the borders of their own 
ohnrches, but they propose to see 
whether the members they now 
have are in possession of the 
discipline, the New Testament; 
and they kindly remembered the 
EVANGELIST and appointed work- 
ers for it in several of the church- 
es. The cause has received a 
great increase in strength iu the 
Old Dominion during the past 
year, and as we have said before 
and now say again, it will be the 
station from which workers will 
be sent out to evangelize the 
Southern States. May the favor 
of the Lord rest upon the * Vir- 
ginia brethren, and his spirit up- 
on Bro. Shaver that he may dis- 
charge to the glory of God and 
the church the new responsibili- 
ties that have been placed upon 
him. 

It seems a little strange that so 
much firing cau be done without 
some people hearing the noise, 
as brother McFaden brings to 
view in his correspondence. 
Think for a moment over the fact 
that there are members in the 
Germau Baptist church who de 
not know that a Brethren Church 
has been organized, and that H. 
R. Holsinger is one of its princi- 
pal leaders, and innocently in- 
quires whether he has come back 
yet. Such brethren ought to be 
informed of the changes. They 
might meet some ot us who wear 
the regulation garb aud innocent- 
ly salute us, thereby placing 
themselves liable to censure. 

Bro. H. S. Jacobs informs us 
that the donation made to him 
was ninety-six dollars, instead of 
ninety as published. 

The Old Order Brethren have 
purchased ground, and raised 
money enough to build a meet- 
house near the old Price's meet- 
house in the Anteitam Congrega- 
tion, where they have been 
out for several years. They in- 
tend to build this summer, if the 
house their fathers built many 
years ago, is not opened for them. 

We have not beeu able to ob- 
tain any definite information 
about the revolution in the Phil- 
adelphia church, which we re- 
fered to last week, but we shall 
not be surprised if news of an 
interesting nature is received 
before long. At least we are 
desirous to bear of an adjustment 
of the differences that all may 
go to their proper places. We 
believe the Brethren have faith- 
ful representatives there, and the 
cause needs their co-operation. 

The Salvation Army has rea- 
son to be encouraged at its suc- 
cess in Kalamazoo. Sixty-eight 
sinners have professed to be con- 
verted since it sonnded its first 
war cry there, and of these all 
but three are keeping the faith 
while twenty have enlisted as 
earnest and vociferous soldiers. 
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The great obstacle to progress 
is prejudice. 

The Ashland Church is also 
willing to receive the S. 8. Con- 
vention, and this makes three 
with the Uomerville church ; so 
now the matter of deciding 
which one it shall be is left with 
the Executive Crfmmitteo. 

These are hard times in finan- 
cial affairs, and we ought to'di- 
vide with eue another and help 
to bear one another's burdens. 

If a brother drops the part he 
has carried in supporting the 
minister, the paper and the other 
good works of the Church, be- 
cause times are hard and money 
scarce, he is not as faithful as he 
should be. Suppose every mem- 
ber would  do so? then  what? 

Bro. Henry Miller has moved 
from Baahan, Ind., to Louisville, 
Ohio. 

There will be a meeting of the 
Board of Trustees of Ashland 
College, on Tuesday, April 20, 
1886. A full meeting is desired 
as there is important business to 
be transacted. 

By order of Ex. Com. 
DAVID BAILEY, 

Chairman. 

Two Pebbles. 
I enclose one dollar for 

Ashland College. Let this go to 
any benevolent purpose. I send 
it ont in its weakness on a Chris- 
tian mission, hoping it may be- 
come brighter by much service. 
Hoping that when its mission is 
ended it may not only return to 
us in another form but to all 
mankind. Could it be possible 
that this small pebble could start 
ripples that would reach the share 
beyond ?—For fear of its weak- 
ness, my husband says   he will 

J. . 


